Women’s soc
cer finalizes 2010
schedule.
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Student paddles the distance for charity

Form er Cal Poly vice
president dies of cancer
Alexandria Scott
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Some o f the proceeds from Hussmann and Anthenien’s 24 hour kayaking trip around Lake Tahoe will go to CampCare,
to help send kids with financial problems to camp.

Alexandria Scott
ALEXAN DRIASCOTT. M D ^ M A I L.COM

Cal Poly psychology senior Aaron
Hussmann and California State
University, Sonoma environmental
studies and planning senior Greg
Anthenien kayaked around Lake

Tahoe for 24 hours to raise money
for CampCare and San Luis Obispo
County Special Olympics.
Hussmann previously paddled
across the lake both ways and the
next challenge was to go around it,
he said. This time he was able to
combine fundraising and his passion

for kayaking.
“1 think its wonderful that he
decided to do fundraising while
doing something he loves," execu
tive director for CampCare, Carol
Moore, said. “Since Aaron has
been at camp he’s brought kayaks
see PadM ingf p a ge 2

Former C^l Poly vice president for
university advancement and for
mer Minnesota Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Gardebring Ogren
died after a nine year battle with a
rare form o f cancer. She died July
20 at the age o f 63.
Ogren served in an interim ca
pacity as the university’s vice pres
ident for university advancement
for two years and was given the
permanent position in 2 0 0 6 . She
retired from Cal Poly last month,
where she was responsible for
starting and organizing the Cal
Poly Foundation, helped in the
advocacy program for the C en
ter for Science and Mathematics
and worked closely with each col
lege in organizing fundraising for
advancement. President Warren
Baker said.
“She was a terrific vice presi
dent for advancement,” Baker
said. “She was a very articulate
spokesperson for the university
and assisted me in many areas
that had to deal with public re
lations, raising private funds or
community relations.”
Ogren was a very, charming,
smart and helpful woman that
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Sandra Ogren died Tuesday, July 20.
She served as the vice president for
university advancement for six years
before retiring last month.

made friends for the university
very easily. Baker said. Her depth
o f knowledge, ability to work well
with everyone and positive outlook
will make her hard to replace, he
said.
“She was an excellent com m uni
cator and very engaging. She had
see Vice President^ p a ge 3

Orange County launches investigation of possible voter fraud in small city
Richard Winton, Jeff Qottlieb
and Andrew Blankstein
LOS ANGELES TIM E S

LO S A N G E L E S — Los Angeles
County prosecutors have launched
a wide-ranging investigation into
allegations o f voter fraud and con
flicts o f interest involving m unici
pal business in Bell, D istrict A ttor
ney Steve Cooley said Tuesday.
In an interview with the Los
Angeles Tim es, Cooley described
an investigation considerably larger
in scope than previously acknowl
edged by prosecutors, saying that it
was “m ulti-faceted, rapidly expand
ing and full-fledged.” Investigators
have been gathering evidence since
M arch, he said.
Until now, prosecutors had
said only that they were looking at
the $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 annual salaries paid
to four o f the five Bell C ity Council
members and were seeking to de
termine if the payments were larger
than allowed under state law. The
voting fraud claims and allegation
o f possible conflicts o f interest in

city business add significant new
issues about how government oper
ated in the small working-class city
where top city officials were among
the nation’s highest paid.
Cooley also said investigators
were looking at whether coun
cil members had received pay for
meetings they did not attend or
meetings that lasted only a few
minutes. Most o f the pay that Bell
council members received came not
from their C ity Council salaries,
but as stipends for serving on the
boards o f city panels, such as the
Public Financing, Surplus Property
and Solid Waste and Recycling au
thorities. C ity records indicate that
those boards performed little work
and that meetings would routinely
occur during council meetings. In
some cases, the board meetings
would last no more than a minute,
according to the records.
Monday night, board mem
bers agreed to cut their pay from
all sources by about 90 percent, to
about $ 8 ,0 0 0 a year.

t

MCCLATHY-TRIBUNE

Residents o f Bell, Caliibmia, demanded the resignation o f the mayor and three members o f the Q ty Council during a

see F rau d, page 2

protest on Sunday, July 25.
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Paddling
continuedfrom page 1

for the campers to paddle around in.
A lot o f them have mobility issues
but. we load them into the kayaks
and paddle them around.”
Hussmann has been on the staff
o f CampCare for about four years,
said Moore.
CampCare lets kids with dis
abilities ages 6 to 22 spend live days
overnight to do activities around the
lake, without their parents, Moore

day-paddling got can cell^ due to
thunderstorms and lightning on the
lake.
The paddling continued Tuesday
at 12:30 p.m. and the guys Hnished
Wednesday morning at 6:4 5 a.m.
“We’d stop every couple miles
to get out, stretch and meet friends
and family and different checkpoints
around the lake," Anthenien said.
Hussmann and Anthenien went
to South Tahoe High School togeth
er and when Hussmann asked An
thenien to join him in the paddle,
Anthenien thought it sounded like a
good opportunity.

special

neeos ouiaren, they are the most
amazing people oh
everyone can learn framj^en^
— Aaron Hussman

said. The camp is more like staying
at The Hilton hotel than camping,
with tenants sleeping in queen size
beds.
The money raised by Hussmann
and Anthenien will go toward the
funding that helps send kids with fi
nancial problems to CampCare.
“I’ve been doing this for 30 years
and it’s nice to have someone to
come in and raise money," Moore
said. “1 really appreciate him com 
ing up with the idea and following
through.”
Hussmann saw his paddling goal
as a fast-paced challenge that he
wanted to conquer.
“Most people camp while going
around the lake and jt takes about
a week,” he said. “I wanted to do it
in 24 hours and thought 1 might as
well do it for charity.”
The 24 hours o f paddling had
to be broken up into two sessions
because on Sunday the intended

“It sounded like it was a good
cause,” Anthenien said. “Aaron told
me about it and it was a good thing
to do; raise awareness, do something
good and make a good statement.”
Hussmann did most o f the orga
nizing for the event himself - it was
his first time ever doing a fundrais
ing event, he said. It was an inten.se
experience for him to find out what
works in terms o f raising money and
what doesn’t, he said.
Paul Wesselmann, creator o f the
weekly, inspirational e-mail news
letter entitled The Ripples Project,
which is now an international move
ment, came to Cal Poly often when
Hussmann was a freshman to give
motivational speeches. Hussmann
said it was Wesselmann who encour
aged him to follow his idea.
“He’s a cool guy and super ener
getic,” Hussmann said. “He sends
weekly Facebook motivational mes
sages, and when I sent him one

asking for help he responded
in about an hour and was really
willing."
Wesselmann also contributed
a lot in donations, Hussmann
said. After sending out an email to his 4 ,0 0 0 person mailing
list, for two days, Wesselmann
matched the donations contrib
uted by other people.
“1 don’t remember exactly
what 1 said to Aaron,” Wessel
mann said. “But I oflFered to do
a mini-fundraiser where I told
members o f our Ripples Tribe
(about 2 5 ,0 0 0 people) that 1
would match any donation they
gave.”
Cal Poly holds a special place
in Wesselmann’s heart, and Hussmann’s fundraiser needed to be
encouraged, supported and not
ed, Wes.selmann said.
“When 1 come back to help
out with (Week o f Welcome) this
fall,” Wesselmann said, “I will
be talking about how a cool guy
named Aaron reminded me o f
why 1 think Cal Poly is a special
place, sacred even.”
Hussmann also received do
nations by passing around en
velopes in class and asking for
donations from businesses, Huss
mann said. A large quantity o f
the donations came from online
invitations too.
“I pretty much asked for any
thing someone could afford,”
Hussman said. “Anthenien helped
spread the word in Sonoma too,
so that was really cool. I was plan
ning on doing the event alone but
I wanted someone there with me
and he was totally down.”
The fundraiser just kind o f
sounded like a fiin and beneficial
thing to do, Hussmann said.
“CampCare has given me so
much over the last four years and
1 felt like 1 had to give something
back to them. I love working
with special needs children, they
are the most amazing p>eople on
Earth and everyone can learn
from them."

Fraud
continuedfrom page I

Cooley declined to provide
details about either the conflict
o f interest allegations or the vot
ing fraud probe, other than to say
that his investigators were review
ing several elections. Sources with
knowledge o f the investigation said
that among the subjects that pros
ecutors are looking at is the use o f
absentee ballots during the March
2 0 0 9 City Council election.
Six candidates ran in that con
test in which incumbents Teresa
Jacobo and Luis Artiga, both cur
rent council members, retained
their scats, with 31 percent and 28
percent o f the vote. The next larg
est vote-getter received 11 percent.
About 40 percent o f the city’s near
ly 10,000 registered voters cast bal
lots, and city records show that 39
percent o f the votes in the election
were absentees.
Cooley, who is the Republican
nominee for state attorney general,
said prosecutors began their inves
tigation in March after receiving a
complaint about conflict o f inter
est. The investigation is in its early
stages.
In addition to the district attor
ney’s office, several other law en
forcement agencies are examining
various aspects o f Bell’s affairs. At
torney General Jerry Brown, who
is the Dem ocratic nominee for
governor, announced Monday that
his office has subpoenaed hundreds
o f documents from Bell as it looks
into the city’s high salaries.
Also Tuesday, state Controller
John Chiang, a Democrat seeking
re-election, announced at a news
conference at Bell City Hall that
his office would audit the city’s finaiices. He called the salaries and
pensions for city officials “unjus
tifiable” and said his office will be
“taking a hard look at the books.”
The Times reported earlier this
month that City Manager Rob
ert Rizzo was making $ 7 8 7 ,0 0 0 a
year. Police C h ief Randy Adams
$ 4 5 7 ,0 0 0 and Assistant C ity M an
ager Angela Spaccia $ 3 7 6 ,0 0 0 ,

among the highest salaries in the
country for their positions. The
three have agreed to resign. They
will be eligible for hefty pensions.
Allegations about problems in
the 2 0 0 9 election also have been
examined by the FBI and C ali
fornia’s secretary o f state. An FBI
source confirmed that the agency
is familiar with the allegations. A
spokeswoman for the secretary o f
state said complaints are confiden
tial and the office could not discuss
them.
At least two individuals have al
leged voting irregularities in Bell.
In a June 17, 2 0 0 9 , letter to David
Dem erjian, head o f the district at
torney’s Public Integrity Division,
then-Bell Councilm an V ictor Bello
accused the city’s election com m is
sioner o f falsifying ballots.
And a former Bell police ser
geant has alleged in a lawsuit that
several Bell officers distributed ab
sentee ballots in the 2 0 0 9 election,
told residents to vote for the two
incumbents and retrieved ballots
from some voters.
In his lawsuit, James Corcoran
says he was forced out o f his job af
ter he reported the activity to state
and federal authorities last year.
Corcoran, 57, said in,an inter
view that he had not seen the of
ficers passing out absentee ballots.
But, he said, “I have enough intel,
enough data, were I investigating
it, I know 1 could uncover some
malfeasance.”
Corcoran’s suit alleges myriad
wrongdoing by Bell officials, in
cluding sexual harassment and
sexual assault and corruption. He
alleges that in 2 0 0 9 , he told the
secretary o f state and the FBI that
“off-duty police officers were tak
ing absentee ballots and providing
them to voters to fill out.” He said
that the officers would instruct vot
ers how to vote and that ballots had
been filled out for voters who had
died.
In a police report attached to
his com plaint, Corcoran listed the
names o f 19 voters who he said were
either dead or living in Lebanon at
the time their votes were cast. Bell
has a small Lebanese community.
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Tvyo A m ericans found to be am ong
152 dead in Pakistan plane crash
Saeed Shah
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPEKS

ISLAMABAD — Two Americans
were among the 152 passengers and
crew members who died Wednesday
when an Airbus A321 operated by a
private Pakistani carrier crashed amid
heavy rain into the hills that surround
the capital o f Islamabad. It was the
worst air crash in Pakistani aviation
history.
The Airblue plane was on a flight
from Karachi, Pakistan, when it
crashed at around 10 a.m. local time.
It carried 146 passengers and a crew
o f six.
The aircraft had made one pass at
landing before airport controllers or
dered it to abort. It remained unclear
why the plane then flew so low and
seemingly straight toward the cloudcovered hills. The plane disintegrated
on impact, scattering the wreckage.
Thick smoke rose from the crash site.
The plane crashed in dense forest
near the top o f a hill, about an hour
away from the nearest road, making
access to the wreckage difficult. Res
cuers reached the spot on foot, while
helicopters struggled to help.
Muhammad jameel Kayani, an
engineer who rushed to the scene as
a volunteer, said he didn’t sec a single
intact body.
“We saw small bits o f bodies. We
just put the parts in bags," said a dirt-

covered Kayani, who had gone on to
the hospital.
HundriKls of relatives, friends and
colleagues' o f those killed gathered
across the grounds' o f Islamabad's
Pakistan Institute o f Medical Sciences
hospital- and many rushed forward
as each ambulance arrived. Hospital
authorities hadn’t set up any identifi
cation process, and the only informa
tion available was a list o f those who’d
been on the flight posted on a wall.
The bundles o f body parts were
unloaded carefully from the ambu
lances onto trolleys as anxious rela
tives pushed forward, hoping to catch
a glimpse o f a loved one.
“It is a great tragedy, and I confirm
it with pain that there arc no survi
vors,’’ said Imtiaz Klahi, the chairman
o f Islamabad’s Capital Development
Authority, which deals with emergen
cies in the city.
The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad
confirmed the deaths o f two Ameri
cans. Richard Snclsire, a spokesman
for the embassy, .said that no further
details would be rclea.sed until the
next o f kin were informed.
“What can the hospital do? It can’t
save anyone,” siiid Suriamin Khun,
whose 25-year-old son, Ansar, a cap
tain in the army, had been on Isoard
the aircraft.
“Life is in God’s hands. It is he
who gives, and it is he who has taken
it away,” he added, speaking at the

Not going to be
on campus

hospital.
“Everybody has to go sometime,
but if you see the body, at least you’d
get some peace,” said Muhammad
Shakeel Bhinder, who had gone at
the hospital in place o f a co-worker
who was too distraught to go.
His
colleague,
Habibullah
Dumki, who works in Islamabad
at the Federal Investigation Agency,
which probes fraud and other seri
ous crime, lost his wife and three
young children on the flight. “He
keeps fainting. He’s in no condition
to come here,” Bhinder .said.
Among the dead were a newly
married couple, en route to the hill
re.sort of Murrec outside Islamabad
for their honeymoon. Al.so killed
were six members o f the “youth
parliament,” an initiative by a civil
activist group to train youngsters to
be politicians, including the “youth
prime minister.” They were all in
their late teens or early 20s.
l.ate Wednesday, Information
Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira an
nounced that about 115 bodies had
been removed from the site, though
he couldn’t be exact as only 12 were
intact. He asked close relatives o f the
deceased to provide blotxl samples,
as the only way o f identifying most
o f the dead would be DNA testing.
Kaifa said that the “black lx)x"
flight data recorder hadn’t hern rectwered so far.

Vice Président
continued from page 1

impeccable integrity,” Baker said.
Ogren
hosted
foundation
board members that came to cam
pus to get ideas about advance
ment for Cal Poly, he said.
Chip Visci, associate vice pres
ident for strategic com m unica
tions, knew Ogren very well from
work but also was close friends
with her in the community.
“She was just so full o f life and
truly cared about others,” Visci
said. “She had good insights into
problems and she kept everything
in good perspective.”
Visci
remembered
when
Ogren invited him and his wife
to a Christmas gathering during
his first year living in San Luis
O bispo. Ogren and her husband,
Paul, suddenly brought out gifts
for people, and Visci expected the
gifts to be a stocking-stuflTer type
deal, he said.
“She gave me a book that I had
mentioned I was interested in,”
he said. “She had remembered it
over the course o f the year and
took the time to wrap it and place
it under the tree. She did it for me
and about 35 other people."
Visci said Ogren was generous
and very thoughtful and “a lot o f
fun to be around,” Visci said.
Ogren battled a rare form o f
cancer for nine years, although
Baker and Visci both said she was
always well composed.
“You would never know she
was having any problems," Baker

said. “She was always very positive
and optim istic and had a lot o f en
ergy as well.”
The cancer was a private thing
for Ogren, Visci said. She was a
very strong person.
“Nobody knew it was an ongo
ing battle until about a year ago
when she started chemotherapy,”
Visci said.
Ogren was truly a woman o f
substance, really bright and funny,
Visci said.
“She was a very youthful person
and snatched away from us way be
fore her tim e,” he said.
Ogren’s husbandtold the M in
nesota Public Radio news that his
wife died surrounded by family.
“She knew that she was dying
and at the end was not afraid o f it,”
Paul Ogren said in the article. “She
had a lot o f joy in the last month o f
her life, but she had a lot o f pain as
well. That allowed her death to be a
gift, I think, to her and ultimately
to those who loved her,”
In addition to her husband,
Ogren is survived by her stepchil
dren, Shana and Samuel.
A service will be held at Mount
Carmel Lutheran Church in San
Luis Obispo on Saturday, Aug. 7.
“She was a terrific woman who
gave a lot to Cal Poly,” Baker said.
“She helped me a great deal in the
time she h.ad here; we worked very
well together.”
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‘Shimmy Shake Shine!’ dazzies crowds with dance and song
Sarah Parr
SARAHPARR.MD@GMA1L.COM

There is no plot in the fourth San
Luis Obispo Little Theatre (SLOLT)
FUNdraiser production “Shimmy
Shake Shine!” choreographed by
Emmy-award winner Suzy Miller.
There are no main characters, no
common setting and there isn’t much
dialogue.
Miller said “Shimmy Shake
Shine!” does present a “new ani
mal,” which she defines as a raw,
emotional experience with a non
linear form that celebrates the hu
man spirit and all its complexities.
“The concept is sort o f a trip
down the rabbit hole, the idea o f
going to ail different worlds, the
idea o f going from a Bollywood
world to a G othic Lair to a Marie
Antoinette court. I loved the variety
o f it,” Miller said. “I think different
styles (o f dance) just display differ
ent emotions.”
Running from July 8 until July
31, “Shimmy Shake Shine!” contin
ues to dazzle crowds with its seem
ingly random yet unified two-act
collection o f 33 dance and song
numbers. The production contains
a combined total o f 14 dance styles,
including' tap, hip-hop, ballroom,
bollywood, musical theatre and
Irish stepdancing. “Shimmy” fur
thers its uniqueness by incoporat-

ing suspended aerial routines dur
ing which a dancer uses long, silk
ribbons to climb and flip on.
“There was a real excitement in
doing ail different styles. I didn’t
want anything to be repetitive or
like another dance,” Miller said.
Just like the different dance
styles, the costumes are* a random
mix o f deconstructed scrap mate
rial provided by Miller, the cast,
the Nipomo High School Drama
Department, and various contribu
tors.
“Each number had a different
source for the costumes,” Miller
said.
Along with the costumes, all
o f the dance numbers explore the
themes o f time, love, relationships,
loss and transformation.
“Shimmy” represents “finding
beauty (in life) no matter how bit
tersweet," and the “triumph o f the
human spirit," Miller said. “It is im
portant that we laugh at ourselves
and the human condition because
we make ridiculous mistakes. You
just gotta laugh or else you’ll be
mortified.”
W hat one experiences from the
performance depends on the per
son, M iller said. She compared it
to a Rorschach inkblot test because
each person will get something
uniqlie out of the production.
Ih e production’s title alludes to

the various dance numbers which
include renditions o f “True C ol
ors” by Cyndi Lauper, “Man in the
Mirror” by Michael Jackson, a cross
between “We W ill Rock You" and
“I Love Rock ‘N Roll,” and other
favorites o f Miller.
The incorporation o f all the d if
ferent music genres and artists made
creating a comprehensive show dif
ficult.
“We worked really hard on the
flow, and it took a lot o f experi
menting to find a way for it to make
sense. 1 think ultimately, hopefully,
we got the rollercoaster we wanted,”
Miller said.
“Shimmy" features no main
characters; instead, it is a showcase
o f performers. Each o f the 29-m em 
ber cast was given a number that ca
tered to their talents and showcased
(hem as an individual, Miller said.
Kevin Harris is M iller’s co-cre
ator and the managing artistic di
rector o f the SLOLT. By excluding
main characters, “Suzy provided the
audience with a way to put their
own story to it,” Harris said.
“It’s so serendipitous that we got
this group o f people because it’s the
only group o f people that could
make that show happen. If you take
.one o f them out or switch them
around, especially with a show like
this, it’d be totally different,” Harris
said. “The entire journey and flow
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Marissa Riberio plays the Queen o f Hearts in an “Alice in Wonderland”-inspired
scene. The'seene is one o f 35 numbers in the performance.

would be disrupted.”
Jessi Brown-Carlin, the house
manager o f the SLOLT, agrees.
“As far as Suzy goes, it’s one o f
her more exotic pieces. I think she
showcases the stars in a way that al
lows them each to shine,” BrownCarlin said. “She did a good job o f
putting the cast in roles that were
for them. Having 29 cast mem
bers...it’s not an easy thing to do."
Many o f the cast members
worked with Miller in the past, so
they understood her rehearsal pro
cess and choreographic language.
Nineteen-year-old cast member
and vocalist Isaac Bromby recalls
the intensity o f the weeks leading

up to the show.
“The rehearsal process was like a
marathon. You had to have lots o f
endurance,” Bromby said.
Finding a time to have the cast
to rehearse all at once proved to be
one o f the biggest challenges. They
finally did the day before open
ing night. Even with the insane
rehearsal process, the cast became
very bonded, Bromby said.
Tickets are available for $35 for
tonight, Friday and Saturday af
ternoon, and $ 3 0 for the Saturday
Martini Night. The evening shows
begin at 8 :00 p.m. and Saturday’s
afternoon show begins at 2 :0 0 p.m.
All funds go to the theatre.
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Quirky Carell m asters offbeat com edy in ‘Dinner W ith Schm ucks’
Julie Hinds
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

Move over, Michael Scott. Steve
Carell’s character in “Dinner for
Schmucks” is even more oblivious
than the socially inept manager that
the actor plays on N B C ’s “The Of-^
fice.”
,
In the comedy, which opens Fri-~
day, Carell portrays Barry, an IRS
employee and amateur taxidermist
who’s the hilarious heart o f the
film.
“It’s just a guy trying to make it
through and to keep a healthy, posi
tive outlook on things,” says Carell.
“And it’s nice to run into somebody
like that, even if they make your life
a living hell.”
Ih e 47-year-oId star o f movies
and television didn’t see the French
film “The Dinner Game" that in
spired “Dinner for Schmucks” on
purpose.
“It was for the same reason that
I didn’t watch the British ‘O ffice.’ I
just didn’t want that to sort o f cloud
whatever characterization I was go
ing to attem pt,” he explains.
Carell delivers an endearing
performance as Barry, a well-in
tentioned man who wreaks havoc
on the life o f Tim (Paul Rudd), a
financial analyst who’s hoping to
move up the corporate ladder.
Tim is asked to attend the next
monthly dinner at his boss’s house,
only it’s not just an ordinary gath
ering o f colleagues. It’s a contest
to see who can bring the most ri
diculous person to the dinner. And
T im , who meets Barry by accident,
decides to invite him.

In “The Office” and movies like
“The 40-Year-Old Virgin,” Carell
excels at playing offbeat characters
who are lovable and have a sensitive
side. He's able to see that there’s a
lot more to the roles than just the
goofiness. ^
Barry may be irritating, but he’s
essentially a good guy, according to
Carell.
“I think he is oblivious to a
certain extent because o f his own
heartache and pain. \nd I think
who he is is very much defined by
what has happened to him. 1 think
he’s somebody that has always been
a very trusting, good, positive per
son. And in being that way, he’s
certainly been injured emotionally
many, many times,” he says in a re
cent phone interview.
Talking about Barry, he recalls
covering a convention o f Klingon
speakers when he was a correspon
dent for “The Daily Show,”
“O f course, you have all these
predetermined attitudes o f what
these people are going to be like.
And they turned out to be just the
sweetest group o f people who like
to get together and talk Klingon.
There was nothing even weird about
it. They were just having fun.”
Barry’s hobby isn’t inspired by
“Star Trek," but it’s equally unusual
— and oddly charming. He makes
elaborate dioramas where dead
mice are dressed as people.
“Boy, would I love to keep one
o f those dioramas,” says Carell. “I
think they’re being used for pro
motion right now, but 1 hope at
some point I get to have one o f the
mouse dioramas — the mousctcr-

pieces — for myself,"
“Dinner for Schmucks” is di
rected by Jay Roach, who helmed
“Meet the Parents,” and boasts costars like Jemaine Clem ent (H B O ’s
“Flight o f the Conchords”), Zach
Galifianakis (“The Hangover”) and
David Walliams (H B O ’s “Little
Britain”).
Carell says it was fun to work
with those actors and his friend
Rudd, who previously starred with
him in “Anchorman: The Legend o f
Ron Burgundy” and “The 40-YearOld Virgin,”
“He and I have kind o f paral
lel lives right now,” says Carell o f
Rudd. “We both have two little
kids. And we've both been married
for a number o f years. And 1 think
he has a very similar work ethic ... I
think the things we find funny are

very similar as well.”
Although Carell has become a
box-office star — this year, he’s also
starred in “Date Night” with Tina
Fey and “Despicable Me,” for which
he did voice work — he didn’t en
vision this sort o f success when he
was starting his career.
“I moved to Chicago after col
lege in the hopes o f just getting
some experience and I really had
no designs on being discovered or
anything beyond a potential paycheck,” says Carell, who’s originally
from Massachusetts.
He worked at Chicago’s Second
City, the famous comedy troupe.
And he’s still an ensemble actor at
heart.
“W ith ‘The Office,’ with this
(‘Dinner for Schmucks’), I feel
most comfortable as a member o f

w i

an ensemble,” he says.
There’s been a lot o f buzz about
what will happen over at “The O f
fice” now that Carell plans to leave
the show at the end o f the next sea
son.
Asked about the flurry o f me
dia attention, he says, “It’s good
that there’s that much interest in
the show and that after six seasons,
people still care. I think that’s a nice
sign. Whatever the speculations are,
I’m sure the show will continue on
and be incredibly strong.”
But he doesn’t want to play the
who’ll-replace-M ichael-Scott game.
“I don't know what the plan is. I
don’t think I even want to weigh in.
I think I want them to decide where
it goes from there. I think there are
better people than I to decide the
future o f the show.”
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Steve Carell plays Barry in the comedy, “Dinner for Schmucks,” from Para
mount Pictures/DreamWorks Pictuies/Spyglass Entertainment. Carell, who has
recently starred in “ Despicable Me” and “Date Night,” is ending his career next
year at the socially Inappropriate yet lovable M idiad Scott in “The Office
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Immigration facts, figures, and thoughts
With the immigration debate heating
up — and a federal court case over Ari
zona's SB 1070 brewing— you'd think
that the U.S. was besieged by growing
numbers o f illegal immigrants. But
you'd be wrong.
L^espite the heightened rhetoric
and the bloodcurdling vitriol sur
rounding the issue, illegal immigration
has actually declined significantly over
the last few years. While journalists
like to characterize the anger over im
migration as a response to facts on the
ground — i.e. people are inundated
and incensed — the numbers don't
bear them out.
In fact, the opposite is true. Accord
ing to a February report by the Depart
ment o f Homeland Security, the num
ber o f illegal immigrants living in the
United States aaually dropped by a
whopping 1 million between 2008 and
2009, which amounts to the sharpest
decrease in 30 years. It was the second
year o f declining numbers.
Likewise, the Border Patrol re
ports that apprehensions arc down by
more than 60 percent since 2000, to
550,000 last year, the lowest number
in 35 years, even though the border is
more tightly controlled than ever. As
William F in n a n wrote in last wcx'k's
New Yorker, "The southern btirdcr, far
from being 'unsecured.' is in l>ettcr
shape than it has been for yrars — bet
ter managed and less poroas."
And there's more. Despite the
drumbeat about hordes of ui,diKUmented Mexicans who have come
north to uike our jobs, consider this:
According to the Pew Hispanic C'^enter,
between 2005 and 2(K)8, the numlx*r
of Mexican migrants arriving in the
U.S. aauaUy declined by 40 j'Krrcent.
It's not onlv the number of Mexican
illegal immigrants that has dropped.
The fa a that the U.S. economy is
struggling has discouraged high-skilled
immigrants from around the globe
from looking for jobs in America, and
the How o f applicants for H l-B visas,
^or work permits,- has slowed. Before
the recession, the entire 85.000 H l-B
annual quota would he filled within
days o f the application date on the first
o f April. For fiscal year 2010, the quota
wasn't reached until December 2009.
Finally, the Census Bureau's
American Community Survey last
fall revealed a historic decline in the
percentage o f U.S. residents who arc

1

The spider building is the oldest
chemistry building in the C SU sys
tem still in use. When you look at
the science facilities o f other schools,
you can see how much we need this
building, its embarrassing. The spider
bulding is 5 years older than carbon14 dating, and was built at a time
when the DNA double-helix model
was still hotly debated. This is also
the year the flux capacitor was con
ceived by Dr. Emmet “Doc” Brown.
Tlie faculty and students have
been campaigning for the new build
ing for years; Iv c seen proposals dat
ed from 1995. The money raised has
been raised SPECIFICALLY for this
building; for the purpose o f helping

foreign-born — from 12.6 percent in
2007 to 12.5 percent in 2008. Iliat
represents only about 40,000
people numerically, but
it is the first time since
the 1970 census
— 40 years
ago
—
that the
for-

cign-born percentage of the U.S. pop
ulation has gone down.
So, in the face o f all this data show
ing that legal and illegal immigration is
down dramatically, what's ail the fuss
about? Why has the debate turned so
nasty? Why docs it seem worse than
it did in 1994, during the debate over
Proposition 187, California's anti-im
migrant ballot measure?
The easy answer, o f course, is that
the economy is tough and historically
p«)plc have looked for targets to blame
for their feelings o f impotence.

our polytechnic university bolster
the quality o f its educational facili
ties — not for shaving a few bucks
off your student fees.
Also, the fees and tuition costs at
Poly arc nothing compared to many
other schools o f its caliber...

Paracelsus
In response to "Cal Poly announces
plans fo r destruction o f Science and
M ath Building"
—

But today I think
there are other con
tributing factors.
The political dis
course overall is
pretty horrific,
and

on over-the-top rhetoric.
Struggling
newspa
pers seeking to engage
readers at any cost
are also part o f the
problem. Whereas
racist rants were once
confined to marginal
websites, today many
papers — including
th is one— have opened
their online commencs
section to, well, com
plete nut-jobs. Allowing
NMiriolic racial rhetoric to
remain on a mainstream
website is to give it
a level o f ac
c e p t a b ilit y .
Just last week,
in response to
my column on the socalled burka ban
in France, a
ra b id

while
im
migration has al
ways brought out the worst in people,
today's pH)larizcd climate only makes
matters worse.
Furthermore, the right wing, where
much of the anti-immigrant frenzy
comes from, no longer has an authori
tative voice o f reason pressing for de
cency on the issue. Four years ago, after
President C ^ rg e W. Bush unsuccess
fully launched his own effort at com
prehensive immigration reform, he
warned against "harsh, ugly rhetoric."
Today, Bush is hardly heard from and
the right has an "open borders" policy

f in d

o u t w

h

menter
proposed
that all those
crossing
the
U.S. - Mexico
border without
papers should be
shot on sight. Nice.
Such "dialogue" not
only pushc*s out re;isonablc people, it emboldens
the unreasonable ones. By
allowing it to be posted,
newspapers arc presiding
over the mainstrearning of
anti-immigrant hate speech.
There may be those who see ha
tred as a justifiable means to an end.
•Perhaps they hope that all this harsh
rhetoric will keep even more illegal
immigrants at home. But they'd be
silly to think that such invective only,
makes lifir harder for immigrants. Un
fortunately, it also actively d^rades
our culture, our public square and our
democracy.

Gregory Rodriguez is a columnistfo r
the Los Angeles Times. Readers may send
him e-m ail a t grodriguez^ilatimescolumnists.com.
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Sweet so apparently we do have
money.
Can the student fees go down
now? oh wait no they can t, they nev
er will go down.
Thanks for the rip off Cal Poly.
— w rf

In response to "Cal Poly announces
plans fo r destruction o f Science and
M ath Building"
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Women's Soccer gears for tough regular season schedule
following day with a match against
Long Island.
On Sept. 3, the Mustangs begin the
home portion o f their season against
the 2009 WAC regular season cham
pions San Jose State. The Mustangs
were 7-1-1 at home last season and
hope to continue their home success.
“We love the crowd support. It’s a
very big advantage for us bepuse we
are so comfortable at home,” junior
forward Morgan Miller said.
The Mustangs’ •non-conference
schedule looks to be one o f the tough
est as o f late, with matches against
Arizona, Utah State, Weber State and
Pepperdine. The Mustangs will also
take on San Diegb State — a 2009
NCAA tournament qualifier.
Crozier said playing a tough nonconference schedule will prepare his

against non-conference Seattle on
Oct. 17.
It’s the longest string o f home
matches all season — a positive break,
Hemenez said.
“Home games are always great be
cause it’s easier for fans to get to the
game when it’s at home. When your
fens outnumber those o f the other
team, it gives you confidence,” she
said.
On Oct. 21 Cal Poly goes back on
the road to face Cal State Fullerton
and then heads to U C Davis on O a .
24. ,
The Mustangs will head back home
for a rivalry game against U C Santa
Barbara. After losing the Big West
tournament tide to the Gauchos on
penalty kicks, the Mustangs are look
ing for redemprion.

lain focus r^ht now is
ig the right group and
working hard in the oi
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY FILE PHOTO

The Cal Poly women’s soccer team went (14'5-1| 7*1-0 Big West) and sent six players to all-fonference teams last season.

Amanda Sedo
AMANDASEDO. M D ^ M A l L.COM

The Cal Poly womens soccer team re
leased its 2010 regular season schedule.
Nineteen matches arc slated, includ
ing games against San Diego State,
Arizona and San Jose State, as well as
exhibition contests against Azuza Pa
cific and Westmont College.
The most noteworthy contest will
take place in Alex G. Spanos Stadium
against the defending national cham
pions on Sept, 10 — the North Caro
lina Tar Heels.
The Tar Heels finished last season

with an overall mark o f 2 3 -3 -1 and a
conference record o f 7-3. They won
their 21st national championship last
year, delrating top-ranked Stanford
1-0 in the championship game, and
finished atop the ACC for the 20th
time in the last 22 years.
But seven o f rhe players from last
years championship team, who stancd in the NCAA title game in 2009,
will not be on the roster come open
ing weekend.
“The thought o f beating them is
amazing,” junior forward Monica
Hemcnez said. “We respect them, but
that’s it ... we have a chance to beat
them.”

The Mustangs are trying to re
bound from a loss in last year’s Big
West Conference Tournament, falling
to rival UC Santa Barbara in last year’s
championship game. Cal Poly went
(14-5-1, 7-1-0 Big West) and sent six
players to all-conference teams last
season.
To this point, head coach Alex Crozier said none o f that has rubbed off
onto his expectations for next year.
“Our main focus right now is find
ing the right group and working hard
in the offseason,” he said.
Cal Poly opens the season on Aug.
27 against Hawai’i in tournament
play. The competition concludes the

— Alex Crozier

Women’s soccer head coach

team for a very difficult conference
schedule. Miller agreed.
“The experience o f playing tougher
trams will have us adjusted to play our
conference games,” she said.
Cal Poly opens conference play at
Ixrng Beach State on (3ct. 1 and con
tinues its road trip to UC Riverside on
Oct. 3.
Then the Mustangs return for a
four-match stretch at home. They
face UC Irvine on Oct. 8 and then
Cal State Northridge on Oct. 10. The
home stand continues with Pacific on
O ct. 15 and is concluded by a match

“There’s always a rivalry with
U CSB; just as much as the men’s team.
We always want to play our hardest
against them,” Hemenez said.
(Dal Poly ends the regular season
with Cal State Bakersfield on (3ct. 31.
Then after that comes the conference
tournament — which the team ex
pects to win. Crozier and Miller both
said they have high expecutions for
the incoming freshmen and have goals
to get to the N(DAA tournament.
“I don’t see why we can’t be num
ber one (in our conference)," Miller
said.

MLB offers to help pay for San Jose stadium election, on one condition
TVacy Seipel
SAN JO SE MERCURY NEWS

SAN JO S E , Calif. — Alarmed by
San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed’s sur
prise move last week to place an A’s
ballpark measure on the November
ballot, M ajor League Baseball on
Tuesday asked the mayor to delay
his plans — which Reed said he’ll
consider.
And to sweeten their request,
M L B officials told Reed that if a
special election is required in the
spring, they would help foot the $ 1
million-plus cost.
“I want to think about it, and
talk to Lew Wolff, and he and I and
Bob DuPuy will talk again,” Reed
said Tuesday, referring to the A’s
owner and to M L B ’s president, re
spectively.
Reed also apologized to DuPuy
for not speaking with him before
last week’s announcement. M ajor
League Baseball (Dommissioner Bud
Selig has said he was “surprised and
disappointed” by the news, which

Reed announced while vacationing.
Voters must weigh in before San
Jose can let the A’s build a $461
million stadium on city-owned land
downtown. But Selig has insisted
that a vote would be “premature”
until a special committee he ap
pointed last year to study the team’s
options completes its work.
The com m ittee met Monday
with Selig, but there was no word
about their discussion. M LB would
contribute funding for an election
only if league officials decide the A’s
can move to San Jose.
Reed will discuss DuPuy’s re
quest at today’s meeting o f the city’s
Rules and Open Government (Dommittee, which sets the council agen
da. 'fh c C ity Council must vote at
its Aug. 3 meeting whether to put
the baseball measure before voters
this fall.
Reed said the deadline is why
he pushed ahead with last week’s
announcement. Even though some
observers have predicted that a sta
dium measure would fare better in
. the spring, when there won’t be a

raft o f other ballot measures com 
peting for attention, Reed said he
wants a November vote because “I
believe it will win.”
W olff said Tuesday that he
wouldn’t comment on M L B ’s re
quest until he had spoken to Reed.
Baseball officials would not com 
ment aside from confirming that
Reed had spoken to DuPuy.
San Francisco Giants spokes
woman Staci Slaughter also declined
Tuesday to comment on M L B ’s
request to Reed. The Giants vehe
mently object to the proposed A’s
move because they hold baseball’s
territorial rights to the South Bay;
those rights can be rescinded by a
vote o f three-quarters o f baseball’s
team owners.
Reed said that after deciding
with W olff and others to place the
question on the November ballot,
his office left several messages last
week for DuPuy, who was travel
ing.
The mayor’s office confirmed
Tuesday that it had not given Du
Puy’s office a specific rea.son Reed

wanted to talk.
“It was my fault for not reaching
Bob,” said Reed. But he said base
ball officials had been apprised o f
the Aug. 3 deadline.
San Jose State political science
professor Larry Gerston said Reed
goofed by not letting baseball know
about his intentions. “M ind read
ing is a dying art,” he quipped.
But Councilm an Sam Liccardo,
who backed Reed’s decision last
week, said it might have had a posi
tive effect on the frustratingly slow
decision-making procc.ss.
“Were it not for the mayor’s
bold decision-making, we would be
stuck in the same limbo we’ve been
in for the last 16 months,” said Lic
cardo.
W hether San Jose even needs
money from baseball to stage a
spring election is unclear. W olff
and a pro-stadium group called
Pro Baseball For San Jose, led by
former Mayor Susan Hammer and
downtown businessman Michael
Mulcahy, have said they will jointly
pay to put the question before vot

ers. The city clerk says a special elec
tion would cost at least $1 million.
Reed’s office has said city officials
would rather s|>end that money on
outreach to voters.
Even as San Jose works to lure
the A’s, Oakland officials aren’t giv
ing up. In a letter last week to Selig,
obtained by the Mercury News on
Tuesday, Mayor Ron Dellums laid
out his city’s case to keep the team.
“The city owns a large single par
cel that makes up almost 25 percent
o f one o f the sites that is appropri
ate for baseball,” Dellums wrote,
adding that he was ready to autho
rize the Oakland Redevelopment
Agency to start an environmental
review process.
San Jose has already finished its
environmental review o f the 14acre site near the Diridon train sta
tion, but much o f that land remains
in private hands. And if the City
(Douncil decides to put the measure
on the fall ballot, the Giants and
other opponents o f the stadium
plan are expected to argue in court
that the review is flawed.

